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The equally impressive east face of 
Nyel Japo. Its altitude is taken from the 
Russian 1:200,000 map of the area.

The north face of peaks of c6,000m 
surrounding the Bobonung glacier 
valley.

A closer detail of the same north face.

A 6,000m peak north-west of the  
Bobonung massif.

Chipula (6152m), the north-east face  
of the west end of the Bobonung massif.

TIMOTHY ELSON

Pakistan 2016

In 2016 there were 33 registered expeditions plus the Nanga Parbat winter 
expeditions; permits are not required in Pakistan for mountains under 

6,500m, so this only includes those above that height. Of  the registered ex-
peditions, 25 were to 8,000m peaks. Various reports indicate that the sum-
mer of  2016 had constant south-westerly airflows with no high-pressure 
centres, leading to unstable weather through the whole summer season: Au-
gust 2016 was particularly wet in the Karakoram.

The security situation seems to have improved, however the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office is still advising not to travel on the Karakoram high-
way between Islamabad and Gilgit; this can be circumvented by the regular 
daily flights from Islamabad to Gilgit or Skardu. Some issues around per-
mits were encountered in 2016, including entry denied to a climber due to 
Sherpa team members, as there is informal insistence on using Pakistani 
high-altitude porters on 8,000m peaks in Pakistan. There are also still some 
inconsistencies around requirements for a liaison officer; in theory only the 
Line of  Control, Baltoro peaks and Afghan border need a liaison officer but 
that wasn’t always what was enforced in practice.

Five of  the magic 8,000m peaks are in Pakistan, and these attracted the 
vast majority of  registered expeditions for 2016. In the summer of  2016 over 
100 climbers attempted K2, a record number, none of  whom were success-
ful due to a major avalanche on 23 July that swept around camps three and 
four. There were reports of  queues on the mountain, leading to the question 

The unclimbed west face of Chiring I (6861m). (Christof Nettekoven)
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of  whether K2 is going the same way as Everest in terms of  commercial-
isation. Nanga Parbat (8126m) received one winter ascent by three people, 
and one summer ascent by three people, all via the standard Kinshofer route. 
Broad Peak (8047m) received only one ascent by a pair of  climbers. Gash-
erbrum I (8080m) saw one ascent by eight climbers on 4 August, and on 
26 July a different group of  eight climbers topped out on Gasherbrum II 
(8035m).

Nanga Parbat Winter
The biggest news of  the year in the Karakoram was the first winter ascent 
of  Nanga Parbat (8126m), ninth-highest mountain in the world, leaving 
K2 as the solitary 8,000er without a winter ascent. On 26 February 2016,  
Simone Moro (Italy), Muhammad Ali Sadpara (Pakistan) and Alex  
Txikon (Spain) reached the summit via the Kinshofer route on the Diamir 
Face [Editor’s note: see AJ 2016 for Moro’s account]. Over the official  
2015-16 winter season (21 December to 20 March) six separate teams  
attempted the first winter ascent, with two teams on the Rupal side and 
four on the Diamir side. Initially Simon Moro, undoubtedly the maestro of   
winter Himalayan climbing this century, having already made the first 
winter ascents of  Shisha pangma (2005), Makalu (2009) and Gasherbrum 
II (2011), and Tamara Lunger (Italy) were attempting the Messner-Eisendle 
route on the Diamir face but switched targets to the Kinshofer after deciding 
the route was in an unsafe condition. At the start of  the winter, two teams 
were attempting the Kinshofer route: Txikon, Sadpara with Daniele Nardi 
(Italy) and Adam Bielecki and Jacek Czech (Poland). The teams worked 
together, fixing ropes and setting camps in January. At about 5,800m Bie-
lecki fell some 80m, and the Polish pair and Nardi decided to abandon their 
climbs. In January the team of  Tomek Mackiewicz and Elisabeth Revol 
reached 7,500m on the Messner-Eisendle route but retreated due to extreme 
cold. On 29 January Txikon and Sadpara were partially buried in an ava-
lanche on their attempt. Following this, Txikon, Sadpara, Moro and Lunger 
teamed up to climb together.

During the course of  February, the climbers kept the trail up to camp one 
clear but were unable to proceed higher on the mountain due to high winds. 
On 22 February the team of  four took advantage of  a weather window to 
climb the fixed ropes up to camp two and on 25 February made it up to 
camp four, at 7,200m. On 26 February, the team set off  for their summit 
bid, starting at around 6am which is late for a summit bid on an 8000m 
mountain; the thinking was that in winter on a west-facing slope, any ear-
lier would be a waste of  time. After a while Lunger was feeling unwell and 
descended back to camp four while the others continued; the team of  three 
reached the summit at 3.37pm. They arrived back at base camp three days 
later. Prior to the summit, the highest any of  the summiteers had been on 
the mountain was 6,700m, and that was only once.

Nanga Parbat has seen 31 known winter attempts from 1988 onwards, in-
cluding a nearly-successful attempt by Txikon and Sadpara in the winter of  

2014-15. One of  the chief  difficulties on Nanga Parbat is the absolute height 
gain of  4608m from base camp, making acclimatisation even more difficult 
than normal and needing a particularly long weather window. In addition to 
the extreme cold, strong winds, short weather windows and short days that 
affect Himalayan winter climbing, the relative pressure in winter is lower 
meaning there is even less oxygen at a given height than in the standard 
climbing seasons.

Gasherbrum I
Eight climbers from a Dreamers Destination expedition made it to the sum-
mit of  Gasherbrum I on 4 August, via the normal route; they had switched 
their attention from K2 following the large avalanche. The main news from 
Gasherbrum I, however, was the unsuccessful, alpine style attempt of  a new 
route on the south-west face by Czech climbers Marek Holecek and Ondra 
Mandula. This was Holecek’s fourth attempt of  the route, which starts up 
the Afanasiev-Babanov couloir (2009) before heading out on mixed ground 
to gain the main south-west face and from there directly to the summit. The 
pair had acclimatised on the normal route to 7500m, and then set out on 
their attempt on 9 August. They bivied at 6000m on day one, 6800m on days 
two and three (due to bad weather) and bivied again at 7000m on day four. 
On 15 August they reached 7700m where they were pinned down by bad 
weather for several days before making a difficult retreat back to basecamp, 
arriving on 22 August.

Gasherbrum IV from Concordia. The north-west ridge is the left-hand border  
of the Shining Wall. (Stuart Holmes)
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Gasherbrum IV & Broad Peak
In July, Aleš Cesen and Luka Lindic (Slovenia) made the season’s only  
ascent of  Broad Peak (8047m) and then went on to repeat the north-west 
ridge of  Gasherbrum IV (7925m). The original goal of  the expedition was a 
new route on the magnificent west face, the ‘Shining Wall’, of  Gasherbrum 
IV, but they did not get a weather window long enough to make an attempt. 
The Shining Wall was first climbed in 1985 by Wojciech Kurtyka (Poland) 
and Robert Schauer (Austria) in what is consider one of  the most import 
ascents in Himalayan mountaineering both in terms of  its pure alpine style 
and difficulty. A second route on the face, the central spur, was climbed by a 
Korean team in 1997. The north-west ridge was first climbed by Greg Child 
(Australia), Tom Hargis (US) and Tim Macartney-Snape (Australia) as part 
of  an eight-member team in 1986 and has subsequently been repeated by 
Korean (1999) and Spanish (2008) teams; the ridge was also descended by 
Kurtyka and Schauer after their ascent of  the Shining Wall.

Cesen and Lindic first acclimatised on Broad Peak, summiting on 12 July 
after a battle with deep snow that had stopped all other teams. On receiving 
news they would have only a short weather window of  a few days, they 
switched plans from the Shining Wall to the north-west ridge; escape is easi-
er on the ridge and they would move faster on the less difficult ground. They 
bivied at 5,500m before the 6,500m col that marks the start of  the proper 
ridge; the second bivouac was at 6,700m. Their third day on the route was 
a long one; they were slowed by deep snow, as on Broad Peak. The third 

The unclimbed Gasherbrum VI showing the line attempted by Dujmovits and 
Hansen. (Nancy J Hansen)
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bivouac was at 7,500m, and the weather broke that night. On the fourth day 
they set out into the snow and continued upwards in poor visibility, making 
it to the north summit of  Gasherbrum IV where they fortunately had a 
good break in the weather. They did not continue onto the main summit, 
descending in three days back to base camp. On the route they found many 
abandoned fixed ropes from previous expeditions.

Also of  note was the activity of  Frenchman Antoine Girard, who set the 
paragliding height record of  8,157m above the summit of  Broad Peak on 
23 July.

Gasherbrum VI and Praqpa Ri
In June and July 2016 Nancy Hansen and Ralf  Dujmovits (Canada)  
attempted to make the first ascents of  Gasherbrum VI (7004m) and Praqpa 
Ri (7156m). Gasherbrum VI had been attempted four times, three of  those 
via the south-east face (including one fatality) and once by the north-east 
face to east ridge. Hansen and Dujmovits attempted the south-west ridge, 
reaching the south-west col but were turned around by the rock band above, 
which consisted of  compact marble covered in shallow, faceted snow. They 
then turned their attention to Praqpa Ri, south of  Skilbrum, which seems 
to have had no previous attempts. They approached via the Khalkhal Pass 
(5705m) from the Savoia glacier which was horribly crevassed; the Khalkhal 
Pass is at the start of  the east-south-east ridge that was their intended route. 
They reached 6300m but turned back due to the poor snow conditions that 
were not freezing overnight and became isothermal when the sun hit them 
at 04:00.

Gulmit Tower and Pregar
In June Aiden Laffey (Ireland) and Peter Thompson (UK) went in to  
attempt Gulmit Tower (5810m) from the Bulkish Yaz glacier above Gul-
mit village in the Hunza valley. On 11 June, shortly after arrival, a large 
rock fall hit their base camp; with no other suitable sites they abandoned 
their attempt. Gulmit Tower has seen five previous attempts and yet remains  
unclimbed. Laffey and Thompson moved around to the Moorkhun valley  
and on 23 June attempted Pregar (6200m) via the south face but were 
stopped by crevasses at 5,500m. On their second attempt, starting 26 June, 
they became separated by a large crevasse. Laffey waited at 5,700m while 
Thompson went on to attempt the summit, retreating just 20m below the 
top. They had believed the mountain to be unclimbed, but on their return 
home noted a report by an Austrian team where, in addition to their first  
ascent of  Karun Koh in 1984, they had climbed a 6,200m peak west of  
Karun Koh that was probably Pregar.

Judl Peak
In May, and following a visit in 2011, Simón Elias and Gerald Boess (Spain) 
returned to the Honboro valley that lies north-west and west of  the Hushe 
valley between the Hushe and Thalle valleys. On skis they travelled up the 
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Kande and then went to the first Kande cwm; from a camp in the cwm they 
climbed the north-east facing glacier slopes to the north-west ridge of  Peak 
5871m, which they named Judl Peak, then made a ski descent from below  
a large crevasse under the summit.

Mirshikhar, Maiun Chhish and Shispar
In June 2016, Nicolas Preitner (Switzerland) and Bruce Normand (UK) 
travelled to the Hunza with the aim of  climbing a new route on Shispar 
(7611m). Although they had received clearance for Lupghar Sar (7200m), 
by a strange ruling of  the Pakistan Army they would have required a liaison 
officer despite the entire Hunza and Hispar being open zones. Their first  
acclimatisation exercise was Mirshikhar (5486m), the peak separating Raka-
poshi north base camp from the main Hunza valley, where they camped 
high on the peak. Next they climbed Maiun (Mayun) Chhish (5880m),  
a peak at the western end of  the main Hunza valley which had seen one 
previous ascent: in 1993 Peter Thompson (UK) soloed from the Muchuar 
and Mandosh glaciers to the north face and north-east ridge. Preitner and 
Normand approached from the Hussainabad Nallah, starting at the bridge 
on the Karakoram Highway just below Aliabad to reach a small glacier  
below the east face, which they climbed to join the north-east ridge at 5600m 
for a low-angle traverse to the summit. A subsequent acclimatisation and 
reconnaissance visit to the glacier cirque east of  Ultar was treated to parti-
cularly unstable and showery weather, which was the theme of  summer 
2016 in the region. At the end of  the month, they hiked in to the beautiful 
but very low (3900m) meadow which serves as the base cam for the south 
and west sides of  Shispar, from where they identified an objectively safe 
route. However, Preitner began to suffer mild HACE symptoms at 6100m, 
which caused them to break off  their bid.

Porok Ri and Nera Peak
The German team of  Matthias Bohe, Harry Kirschenhofer, Philipp Mos-
er, Chris Romeike and Christof  Nettekoven explored the Maedan glacier,  
a side valley off  the Panmah glacier, in July and August. The four-day  
approach from Askole reached the Skinmang meadow at the junction of  
Chiring and Nobande Sobande glaciers. On 30 July, Bohe, Moser and 
Romeike made the first ascent of  Peak 6020m via the west ridge; encoun-
tering a raven on the summit gave rise to the name Porok Ri (‘Raven Moun-
tain’ in Balti). On 3 August, the whole team made the first ascent of  Nera 
Peak (6143m) via the west flank and face, finding ice up to 80°. The team 
noted further potential for first ascents in this area with peaks S1 (6024m) 
and S2 (6000m) on the south side of  the Maedan glacier, and unclimbed 
granite spires on the west side of  the glacier. In the vicinity is the Chiring 
range that has several unclimbed peaks up to 6,861m, as well as granite 
faces of  up to 1,400m.

Ogre II
On 22 August, US Alpinists Kyle Dempster and Scott Adamson were last 
seen part way up the north face of  Ogre II (6969m). On 23 August a storm 
moved in and on 28 August a rescue was mounted; on 3 September the 
weather was finally good enough for two Pakistan military helicopters to 
do a proximity search of  the mountain. Sadly, no evidence of  the climbers 
could be found. In 2015 the same pair had made it to within a hair’s breadth 
of  the summit (about 6,600m high on the face), when Adamson broke his 
leg on a long lead fall. They then retreated down the face, and had a 90m 
fall at the base of  the face when a v-thread pulled out during the abseil. 
Dempster and Adamson were well known alpinists with a string of  hard 
first ascents between them, and will be missed by the climbing community.

Latok I
In August Thomas Huber, Toni Gutsch and Sebastian Brutscher (Germany) 
along with Jim Donini, George Lowe and Thom Engelbach (US) headed 
to the Choktoi valley. On 23 August they heard that Kyle Dempster and 
Scott Adamson were high on the Ogre II north face, and after six days of  
bad weather their concern for Dempster and Adamson took them to the 
base of  the north face of  Ogre II to help with the search, finding the pair’s 
skis at the icefall at the base of  the face. On 3 September, the two Pakistan 
military helicopters that flew in to search for the missing climbers picked up 
Thomas Huber to utilise his knowledge of  the area; unfortunately no sign 
of  the climbers was found. Shortly afterward, Huber, Gutsch and Brutscher 
attempted the north-west ridge of  Ogre II (6969m), reaching 6,200m. Their 
main aim was an attempt at the north face of  Latok I, but the team left with-
out trying the face as the snowy conditions rendered the face too cold and 
dangerous. Remarkably, only three months prior to this trip, Thomas Huber 
had taken a 16m ground-fall in which he had fractured his skull.

Lailia Peak
The Italian team of  Leonardo Comelli, Carlo Cosi, Zeno Cecon and Enrico 
Mosetti arrived in the Karakoram in May with the intention of  making the 
first ski descent of  Lailia Peak (6096m) via its north-west face. On 9 June 
the team reached a point 150m below the summit and set off  down. Leon-
ardo Comelli died in a fall on the descent and the other expedition members  
retrieved his body. Lailia Peak is the stunning pointed peak above the Hushe 
valley and was first climbed in 1987 by the British team of  Andy Cave,  
Simon Yates, Sean Smith and Tommy Curtis; it has seen several unsuccess-
ful ski attempts.

Muztagh Tower
The German team of  Felix Berg and Matthias König attempted the first 
ascent of  the full south-east ridge of  Muztagh Tower (7276m). The French 
1956 route takes the upper part of  this ridge, joining at 6700m next to the 
black tooth; Berg and König intended to climb the south-east ridge integrale 
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from a col at 5000m; this gives the whole ridge a distance of  7km. They 
reached the top of  the rocky step (ca 6000m) but bad weather forced them 
down. They descended 700m and five abseils to join the French route, and 
a further two days to descend the broken and dangerous Dre glacier to their 
basecamp.

Muztagh Tower received its first and second ascents within five days of  
each other in 1956. On 6 July John Hartog, Joe Brown, Tom Patey and Ian 
McNaught-Davis (British) made the first ascent via the north-west ridge,  
followed by the French team of  Guido Magnone, Robert Paragot, André 
Contamine and Paul Keller via the south-east ridge on 11 July. The British 
route has been repeated twice, whereas the French Route is unrepeated; 
the only other route completed to the summit was Russian in 2012, via the 
north-east face. The Russian team received the 2013 Piolets d’Or for this 
ascent.

Tirich Mir
A small French expedition of  Jérôme Chazelas and Thomas Quillet climbed 
Tirich Mir (7708m) in the Hindu Kush in July. The peak is accessed via 
Chitral, and located close to the Afghanistan border, and this seems to be 
the first ascent of  the highest peak in the Hindu Kush since 2001. The team 
made a variation to the normal 1967 Czech route that ascends the north-west 
face from the Tirich glacier.

•  With additional information from Bruce Normand, Christof  Nettekoven, 
Felix Berg and Lindsay Griffin.

HUGH THOMAS

Central Asia 2016

The hard new Russian route on the north-west face of Pik Piramidalny (5509m). 
(Kirill Belotserkovskiy)


